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INTRODUCTION 





A shortline railroad belongs to the community it serves in a way 
no trunk line railroad ever can. Such a shortline was the Marcellus 
& Otisco Lake Railway, fondly called the “M&OL.”’ 


It prospered in its early years, but as trucks and improved high- 
«rays invaded the scene, it began dying 4 slow death. Despite almost 
overwhelming financial troubles, its managers kept it running as long 
as they could until it could no longer be operated at a profit and it 
was abandoned. 


This is the story of the M&OL’s trials and tribulations, from its 
birth as a proposed electric railway to its ultimate abandonment. 





View 
of Marcellus Falls, N. Y., on the M. & O. L. Ry., showing 
two water powers 











Chapter I 


EARLY STRUGGLES 


Years ago, a score of industries li 
creek between Otisco Lake and Camille Baie ane ee Nine Mile 
Marcellus & Otisco Lake Railway, the only way these coming of the 
had of shipping and recelving goods and supplies was b ae 
on wagons and hauling them to and from the Ne +7, oading them 
Marcellus Station (Martisco). w York Central at 

As early as 1871 the citizens of Mar sas 
road fever and considered building a Theta  ailteees wae 
village to Marcellus Station, two miles north. It was esti rom their 
the line could be built and equipped for about $50,000 ih ane that 
ever, Bev Bot ne the talking stages. yUUY. plan, how- 

When electric railway mania struck this cou , ; 

Mr. H. E. Overstreet of a Chicago, Ill. natalie pei ften S, : 
the Marcellus citizenry it was about time they had a railroad end 
wanted y ah with the rest of the country. ; 77. 

Accordingly, on June 4, 1897 the Marcellu 
Company was incorporated with a capital of i ie ga” ee 
Stock sold like hotcakes and construction commenced in 1898 “On 
September 14, 1899 the company was granted permission by the State 
Railroad Commission to increase its stock to $200,000 for the purpose 
of extending the line to Amber. It is said that the original intention 
was to build it to Homer or Cortland. 

The company Ss officers were Edward Moir, president; L. N. Mogg 
vice president; Edmund Reed, secretary, and John M. Seymour. 
treasurer. : 

Rock formations at Marcellus Falls proved to be the downfall 
of Belden & Seeley, Syracuse contractors, who gave up the job. The 
railroad company went broke with less than two miles of roadbed 
constructed. 
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Construction crew poses for the photographer 
at Marcellus Falls in 1898 
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uild the line had all the earmarks of 
This first pene yplent: in which the promoter got all he 
promotion Pe ae Sets might or might not get their railroad. his 
could and the stoc the fact that before the railroad was finally 


Sh be nly. $400, be had been spent on roadway and equipment. 
com 


ant oi ow the promoters were really earnest 
But they didn't giv® ©? they succeeded in interesting the Mer- 


d. 
about completing the road. ; in the project. Construction 

Philadelphia, Pa. in the pro] 
ates, ie ip 1901 under contract with the Dispatch Con- 
re 


llus later that year. 
struction Co, The line a ret yr porte road was sold tindds a 
ee eure ‘of the bondholders April 3, 1903. i iver i Gilly MG 
Philadelphia purchased the line. Although an { ec os ae ea 
erated on the line, it is known that several trolley poles s 
hes a short railroad apparently had difficulties with land- 
owners along the way. The story is told that the railroad planned 
to cut through an apple oot owned by Edwin Arnold between 
llus Falls. 

we Rabetod and enforced his feelings with a shotgun. Con- 
struction halted several days until Arnold left the scene to attend a 
funeral. When he returned the railroad ran through his orchard. 

During construction days the contractors maintained freight serv- 
ice as far as construction would permit. One of their pieces of equip- 
ment was a small upright boilered locomotive that usually was 
stored for the night at the rear of the Wing residence in Marcellus. 
This engine is involved in a story told regarding a firemen’s rally at 
Marcellus about 1903. The construction company outfitted two gondo- 
las with seats and steps to transport the visiting firemen. 

The little engine started out of Marcellus Station, now called 
Martisco, with both cars full. Everything went along fine until the 
train neared the station at Marcellus, where they were met by Robert 
Baker, who lived in a white house opposite the depot. 

There he sat, perched on the bank overlooking the tracks, with 
gun in hand. He refused to let the train into the station until the 
company paid him for the land on which the depot stood, with the 
end — that the firemen had to get off on the north side of Seneca 
Turnpike. 

Locomotive No. 1, a 2-4-0 Baldwin steamer weighin 
was delivered in the spring of 1904. feet ponnie, 
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i Th tog ~ Martisco looked like in happier days. 
Dich at looking east towards depot. 
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‘ a from Robert Hardy collection 
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Chapter II 
P Ley ee . O. L. IS BORN 

cellus isco Lake Railway Compan 
on May 25, 1905 with a capital stock of $200,000, isan over theeae 
company’s rights and franchise. Its first officers were Frederick M 
Owen, President; Sylvester S. Marvin, vice president; Frederick a 
5, secretary; and William P. Barrows, gen. mgr. Shortly the 
road was completed from Martisco, south 9.05 miles to Otisco Lake 

Due to the topography, the railroad had many curves and dee 
des. Originally surveyed with curves having a 200-foot radius afi 
t 29 degrees curvature, the line, as actually constructed, had 46 
less irregular, and as sharp as 45 to 50 degrees. Some 


The Mar 


gra 


abou 
curves, more OF 
were reversed and extremely sharp so that operating speeds on the 


entire line did not exceed 20 miles an hour. 

Two passenger coaches, one called the ‘‘Texas,”’ were purchased 
from the Pullman Co. On July 1, 1905, the Marcellus Observer reported 
“The M.&0.L R.R. this week put in operation the much wished for 
ger service between the New York Central Station and Otisco 





passen 
Lake. Three round trips a day (except Sundays) are being run ac- 
cording to the present schedule which is as follows. 
SOUTH BOUND A.M. A.M. P.M. 
— $120, eae 


Leave Marcellus Station ' 
Be seco tus 7:00 8:55 5:50 


» Rose Hill Station 7:20 9:15 6:10 


Arrive Marietta 7°25, . 9:20 * Gad 


NORTH BOUND 
7:30 (4:30 Gta 


7:40 4:35 6:20 

8:00 4:55 6:40 

8°20 “<iRTS Ot 
take on or let off passengers at the 
s, White Bridge, William Nighting- 


Leave Marietta 

» Rose Hill 

» Marcellus 
Arrive Marcellus Station 

All trains will stop on signal to 
following crossings: Marcellus Fall 


ale’s and Gifford’s. 
Connection at Marcellus Station with the New York Central & 


Hudson River R.R. & at Marcellus with the Auburn & Syracuse 


Electric R.R. ad 
Mr. Barrows, of Philadelphia, the general manager, who has been a 
in town a few days is reported as greatly pleased with the number of - 


passengers carried and the popular demand for service. 
A threat to the business of the railroad appeared in 1904 .m the F as me 
form of the Auburn & Syracuse Electric Railroad. The builders intend- °° . ae 
ed the A&SE be built through Marcellus, but after various shady y (2 ¢. im 
moves on both sides, which included laying some track on North and a 
South Streets on a Sunday morning, the A&SE skirted the village limits. fee 

The interurban line provided a direct passenger route between 
Marcellus and its two terminal cities, thereby eliminating the pc Si 
bility of passenger service being developed on M&OL betv 


Marcellus and Martisco, except for New York Cen! 
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e proved to be a blessing 
for Otisco Lake ¢ 





















For several years, the M&OL derived a considerable income 

from its subsidiary, the Otisco Lake Navigation Co. Their launch, 

the “Fontney”, of fragrant memory, is shown here on o summer 
day in 1910 sailing down the lake. 


Joseph A »cheroun 
























From the Post-Standard of May 24, 1907, a Friday, we find: 

“The summer schedule on the Marcellus & Otisco Lake Railroad 
will go into effect next Sunday, (Ed. May 26) in preparation for the 
summer business on the lake. 

Tuesday, May 28, the new boat Fontney will be launched and on 
Memorial Day will open the boat season, carrying passengers to all 
resorts along the shores. 

The railroad has been extended to the lake on the west side to a 
point where docks have been built and a station erected. The boat 
will meet the trains here and will make five trips daily. The Fontney is 
capable of carrying 130 persons.”’ 

The engine for this boat was built by the Barber Engine Works, 
Syracuse. Harold and John Nightingale and George Morgan worked 
on this boat. At this time, William P. Barrows was general manager 
and Robert L. Scott, superintendent. 

a ig Ma Ah a Locomotive No. 1 decided to go for a ride 
all by me. Following is an account fro Ob- 
“server of July 24th. g m the Marcellus 
-_ “Loco ‘omotive Number 1 of the Marcellus & Otisco Lake Railroad, 
 upor which repairmen had been working all night, and which had just 
| steamed up, in some way slipped her throttle and started out of 
the and down through the yard out on the main track as far as 
apd els could turn, at about 5:30 Thursday morning. The watchman 
ad Just left her, and she gained so fast that no one could catch her. 
ere was a wild chase on a handcar by Engineman James Miller, 
ent Robert Baker, Watchman Smith and Superintendent Scott. 
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“There was only one hope, that the engine in h 
cling to the rails until she used up her sentie aa “a mad run would 
Mr. Scott, had left instructions with Agent Smith + Her fre died down. 

q switch and ditch the engine if she reached pay Rose Hill, to open 
any sharp CUEVES | south of Marcellus, and ‘wk ME but there are 
making sixty miles it was considered impossible that h light engine 
to the rails. But good work had been done on has i eee cling 
the curves and so did the handcar, which according to pyri = - 
was making at least fifty miles an hour. . engineer Miller 

“Robert Baker makes a sworn state t sais 
straight by all the men on the handcar eva Er mreieaa ba 
before they reached it. It was surely amusing to. see joer 45 ae. 
who tips the beam at about 300 pounds, working the big ws es 
handear as though his life depended upon it. It was feared th a. 
crown sheet would burn, but fortune favored, for she made the ae : 
and was in condition to pull the fire, steam having given out and aris 
ing her head upon the track about a mile north of Rose Hill peat a 
the engine was taken back to the first creek bridge, water taken on 
and a fire started and by nine 0 clock they were ready to start for 
Marcellus. 

“Tt was necessary tO annul the 7:00 a.m. run, and teams trans- 
ported patrons from the Lake to the Electric Line. The crowd of 
passengers waiting at Marcellus took the delay in good nature, enter- 
tained with news of the delay and results as they came to the office. 
The 8:55 run left about thirty minutes late.” 

Robert Muldoon of Marcellus remembers when the incident hap- 
pened. He said he was picking berries on the nearby hillside when he 
saw the wild engine fly by with no one at the throttle. 

Besides the launching of the ‘“‘Fontney”’ many other improvements 
were being made, including ballasting, etc. In 1908, permission was 
granted by the State Legislature for the road to legally operate steam 
locomotives. Four trains a day were being operated each way between 
Otisco Lake and Martisco, Sunday excepted. 

On August 29, 1907 the annual Six Town Farmers Picnic was held 
at Forest Home on Otisco Lake. Some dissatisfaction over the loca- 
tion of the picnic appeared, with the result that the Rose Hill Band 
held their picnic at Davis Grove and the hamlet of Amber put on a 
picnic at Lake Side Inn. In all about 7,000 people were around Otisco 
Lake that day and it was a big day for the railroad and the navigation 
company. 

The railroad maintained an hourly service and was still hard 
pressed to handle the crowds, while the Fontney busily transported the 
pienickers from one picnic to the other and to the railroad at Marietta. 


While business was fair, the railroad did not prosper. It had 
cost $379,796 up to June 30, 1907: it showed a net deficit of $2,437 to 
that time and lost another $5,000 between 1907 and 1908. 


A new vehicle made its appearance on the scene. This was 4 two- 
seat gasoline affair built by Mechanic Robert Baker. It was used by 
Superintendent Scott to inspect the line. 


In 1908 Mr. Scott resigned his post and John Stewart heca’ 
superintendent. F. M. Simons was general manager. nder their 
guidance the business of the road gradually increased. 
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This 1910 view shows the entire M.&O.L. crew at Marcellus en- 

ginehouse. From left are Ed Taylor, Jim Dillon, Tim Nolan, Mr. 

Casey, Ed Rosser, Charles Roach, Supt. Stewart, Robert Muldoon 
and Engineer Jim Miller (in cab). 
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This rail car was built by Robert Baker 
for Superintendent Scott 
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Chapter Ill 
RESULTS OF NEW MANAGEMENT 
Mr. Stewart acquired a second hand 4-4- 

from the Middlesex Valley Railroad in ce “a * ¥e en | 
Weighing 45 tons, the engine was specially rigged oath a ae No. 2. | 
pony truck and blind front drivers to negotiate curves Bui bie | 
roved too light for the job and even with the special Bea engine | 
culty was encountered In keeping it on the track. Ab aa diffi- | 
sold to a steel mill in Hammond, Indiana for junk ae 
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Old No. 2 takes a rest at Martisco on a summer day about 1910. 
Joseph A. Scharoun 


An order was then placed with Baldwin Locomotive Works for 
No. 3, a saddletank 2-4-2 weighing 65 tons. Delivered in February, 1912, 
No. 3 proved well adapted to the line and served faithfully for many 
years. She was scrapped in the yards in Marcellus in 1941 by the B&R 


Iron & Metal Co. of Syracuse. 
On May 28, 1909 the Observer reported that improvements were 


being made on the track structure by ‘‘Prof. Mahoney.” It said that 
the elegant coach “Texas” also had been renovated for the new 
summer season. Used only during the summer, this car could seat 


100 passengers. 
Mr. Stewart and his bulldog became a familiar sight around Mar- 
cellus. He stayed with the railroad until 1918. During his regime the 
road gradually pulled out of the red and even showed a small profit. 
However, at no time were the profits large enough to pay a dividend. 
Mr. Stewart experienced an embarrassing situation during the 
annual Six Town Farmers Picnic on August 27, 1909. He had invited 
the picnic executive committee and the band for a sail on Otisco 
Lake. Before reaching the dock at the end of the trip, the Fontney 
struck a snag and broke her propeller. The band and picnic digni- 
taries were indignant and had to be brought ashore in rowboats. 
Poor Mr. Stewart seems to have had his troubles. In the spring of a 
1910 Italian laborers were employed to work on the line. On June 3, ad 
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Engineer Jim Miller highballs it out of Martisco with 
the southbound varnish 
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following appeared in the Observer under the heading “Exit 


Oo. 
“On Tuesday morning the Guineas on the M.&O.L. Railway 
strike for Pay whether ‘‘rain or shine,” that is no deduction 


gi me account of rain. “Pete” argued the point with Supt. 
ars q clinched the argument by cutting Mr. Stewart badly on 
whe he da with stones 


“Wwe are authorized to state that Guineas will not again be em- 

e M.&O.L. Railway. Pete was 4 hard nut, of an ungovern- 
r. It used to be that the main industry of the Dagos was the 
hand organ and monkey. The monkey shook the Dago, the Dago shook 
the organ- The Dago }S a good Dago in Italy; out of it he seems to 
pe a disturbing element. 

Mr. Stewart was fond of flowers and local residents remember 
when fowerbeds surrounded the station in Marcellus. 


passenger traffic continued to be fair until better roads and the 
automobile invaded the community. A stone road built around Otisco 
e in 1913 caused passenger service to dwindle and the next year 
was prought to an end. The cars later were scrapped. 

“James Dillon is going to live in a tent this winter’, reported 
the Observer Nov. 22, 1912. “It is healthy and, besides, it pays well. 
It is of fne new canvas, attached to the cab of the M.&O.L. Railway 
locomotive, the usual cab protection in winter months.” 

For a few years the M.&O.L. competed with a taxi service run 
between the electric railroad and Otisco Lake by Mort Amidon. The 
railroad fought a losing battle. 

In June, 1915 the railroad sued the state for $2,508.11 damages 
which it alleged were caused by the State neglecting to open the gates 
at the foot of Otisco Lake in March, 1913. As a result, spring freshets 
destroyed two bridges and damaged the roadbed and trestles. 


An addition was built on the station in Marcellus in April, 1916 
as well as an upper floor to enlarge the apartments of Supt. and Mrs. 
Stewart. In September William Muldoon became station agent. John 
D. Rhoades, formerly agent at Marietta became a clerk in the Mar- 
cellus office. 


Freight business increased and continued to do so until the closing 


of the Split Rock operation in 1918, as before mentioned. 
During the preceding fall, when the road was hard pressed to 


handle all the freight business created by the war, engines 1 and 3, 0 
Marcellus Falls Post srs ~" an 
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Superintendent Stewart enjoys his pipe aboard the car “Texas” 


ester Norris 
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_ The afternoon mixed arrives at Marietta (Rose Hill) Station 
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Chapter IV 
REORGANIZATION 
sAtaEy apparent that something must be done 
To age service. Incorporated September 11, 1919, the Mar- 
to prese Otisco Co., Inc., j with a capital of $90,000. On 
s 15, this new corporation leased the M.&O.L. Railway for 
: Sad ‘¢ it could be made to pay, they had option to buy it. 
me 2°". ‘ce Commission approved it on October 30th. 
ockholder, David J. Sims of Auburn, stumped the 


selling stock in the new company. It 


ee e that enough stock be sold to convince the Commission 
a the railroad should continue to operate. The going was rough 
rations ceased in December. Pia 

But by March, 1920 enough money had been raised to resume 
sae, It 1S said that stock sold for various prices at a down payment 
rd. The lease expired on September 


d was not renewee. 
0, 1921, the new company bought 


ment outright for $65,000 at a foreclosure sale. 
gained control of the company 
f their shares. He became 1 


the road and equip- 


by allegedly foxing 
ts superintendent 


d until the late 1930s when con- 


to the hands of Allen V. Smith, owner of a dry food 
nt at Marcellus Falls. Mr. Sims died at his home in 
the age of 58. 

In 1932, No. 12, an 0-6-0 switch engine built by Alco, was purchased 
second hand o Creek Railroad in Buffalo. However, 
she proved to ‘gid for the light track and could not nego- 

one season to haul cement and supplies 


tiate the sharp curves. Used 
to Gifford’s Crossing for construction of U. S. Highway 20, No. 12 
finally was sold for junk in 1934 to the Bethlehem Steel Co. 


Apparently the financial condition of he company was precarious 
at times during the Sims administration, since occasionally he had 
difficulty in meeting the payroll. Shortly after the acquisition of No. 
12, she went on the ground at Marcellus Falls, tieing up traffic for 
two days. 

When all efforts to rerail her failed, Sims found himself forced 
to call Timothy Nolan, one of the oldest employees, who had laid 
off because of unpaid wages. It is assumed that the back pay was 
forthcoming since Nolan shortly had the engine rolling again. Starting 
with the railroad in 1901, Mr. Nolan retired in 1941. He died on June 


14, 1955 at the age of 77. 


and general manager. 
to operate the roa 


This is the M.&O.L.’s 

double-ended snow- 

plow in Marcellus 
yards. 

Robert Muldoon 
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The morning train has just arrived at Marietta and the 
passengers prepare to board carriages for points south 
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This is what the culvert near Martisco looked like 


before it was completed in 1909 
Lester Norris 
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Marcellus August 19, 1931 
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In a typical scene of the times, Engineer Jim Miller patiently 
waits as passengers board the train somewhere 
south of Marcellus. 
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No. 1 heads south towards Otisco Lake. Note the 
trolley poles which were never used 
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Chapter V 
THE TWILIGHT YEARS 
™ 1 g rn end of the rail- 
or of revenue from the southern end re 
claiming th ee on July 1, 1937 asked the I.C.C. permission 
it, Sls 


warrante said the portion from Nightingale Mills to Otisco 
He that there was no 


to abands nat seen a train since that May and 
a e . . 
pake hac keeping it In. Sey 
Observer of August 26tn: 


f 
eason -cellus ! 
: Sal the Be sears trucks have cut in on the railroad’s business 


“qn the Sa t t that the once active southern portion of the road is 

to such & oe ea-covered right-of-way.” Permission was slow In com- 
w but @ Bnd Sims died before it did. 

oa LCC finally approved the proposed abandonment on July 

pe “Ben Evans and his son, Bob, spent that fall and winter 


\) 
Le ae the rails which were sold to Russia. 
sn: he line became one of the shortest in the country . . .2.84 
F i] The right-of-way south of Marcellus was sold to the New York 
... 1. 1941 for $1,500. 


Water Service Corp. On Dec. 3 | 
Mrs. Leonard B. Wilson of Skaneateles was general manager of 


the railroad at the time. On September 3, 1941, the company entered 
an agreement with the County that if the line through Marcellus Park 
be abandoned it would revert to the county. This was in lieu of back 
taxes owed from 1930 to 1939. 

Before No. 3 was scrapped, a Shay geared locomotive, No. 7185, 
was purchased from the New York Central. This engine was formerly 
used on the Owasco River Railroad in Auburn. However, this engine 
developed a broken frame and was returned in exchange for another 
one, No. 7185. 

The 7187 was used until December, 1947, when the company pur- 
chased a 65-ton Vulcan diesel electric switcher from U. S. Govern- 
a oe Shay was sold to Hurwitz Brothers in Syracuse 

. In ; 
Ss th — of cutting it up, a bus along side was set 
ieee Dudman of Skaneateles came into control of the 
saint. ay = - Eee control of the railroad and became its 
Morrocco became m apman was vice president and Mrs. M. Alzina 
Wilson who left t anager, secretary and treasurer, replacing Mrs. 
0 become manager of the Skaneateles Short Line. 


Rob 
ena with the road since 1912, was engineer and 
phy was trainman, freight handler and switchman. As 


| necessity arose and 
‘ revenues permitt 
| fepair the roadbed and anes <5 ed, day workers were hired to 














- When 
| é Say ered at Marcellus Park in 1950 for the Fourth 
is store for them and “‘Old Home Day,’’ they had a real treat in 


: —.. Today, the Marcellus & Otis 
= ears, was co Railroad, old beyo 
a orarily, that 2 ig to go back into the passenger business, 5 aa 


Waiting in 
Painted caboose ho e diesel, two open gondalas and a brigh 
rrowed from the New York Central + ag 


» it raj 
rained all that morning and things didn’t get 


™:, the € early part of 
first train load ae the afternoon. Finally, about 2:30 


Ked out 1 of ha ( 

any eels bound for ae 7 eowesine Kids 

S each st ae were made and 

i os ay to more than 800 pe 

> own the Nine lee themselves of the seul aie 

= ile Creek Valley on the train oes. 
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ip, a little girl lost her watch but someone spotted 
it . the gee A and the train was stopped long enough for her to 
retrieve it. Riding on the locomotive were Engineer Muldoon, Con- 
ductor Murphy and Railfan Lester Norris. Members of the Syracuse 
Chapter, National Railway Historical Society, attended the event, in- 
cluding Norman Kistner of Syracuse and Robert O. Waters and Robert 
O. Hardy, authors of a small booklet dealing with the history of this 
line. The chapter sold more than 500 copies of the history that day. 


A good time was had by all. 


re 
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saddletank. The cab of the engine got bent from being jacked 


back onto the tracks so many times. Photo taken Aug. 6, 1933. 
William M. Hayes 


Ret x * 


eS 


alia ing the depression, this 0-6-0 shifter proved too 
and cumbersome for the M.&O.L. William M. Hayes of 
Bi _ Syracuse snapped this picture May 26, 1934. 
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5. things were allowed to run 
e order of the day. 


Robert Muldoon 
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eveloped a broken frame and was returned in 
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Robert Muldoon 
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In the 1930's, a new cab was put on old No. 3. Leaning against 
the cab is Conductor Tim Nolan. Engineer Bob Muldoon is in 
the cab. 


Robert Muldoon 





Bob Muldoon does switching chores in Marcellus yards 
during World War II boom. 


Norman Kistner from Robert Hardy collection 
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id walt was a big da 


Passenger busin 
- & caboose 


y July 4, 1950 when the M&OL went back into 
ess. The train, consisting of two gondolas and 


Was called the “Black Panther Express.” 
Robert Muldoon 
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he last steam locomoti 
hay geared engine purchased second hand from the New York 


The M.&O.L. crew never got around to re-lettering tf. 
Picture taken in 1942 


Norman Kistner from Robert Hardy collection 
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The M&OL's last locomotive was this little diesel purchased sec. 702 
ond hand from Army surplus. Bob Muldoon is in the cab. En- 

gine now serves a slag mine in West Virginia. 

Norman Kistner from Robert Hardy collection 

Bal 

doc 

Ph¢ 





J 


US. ee GES rs ees OE ee 


52 rege IDLE ae 


(in cab) and Conductor George “ Johnny” 
€ M&OL’s sole crew in later years 


Norman Kistner from Robert Hardy collection 
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om LOCOMOTIVES oF THE 
| RCELLUS & OTISCO LAKE R.R 
1 2-4-0 Baldwin #24369 6-1904 17x24’'-56” ¢¢ ae 
scrapped in 19 
2 4-4-0 Brooks +1516 8- , ae 
15x24-48"" for b 1892 15x25-47" originally bui 
oie rs or Chattanooga & Lookout y bat 3-1889 as 4-4-2T 
itr nn ae rebuilt mp trea ome: RR. # 
y R.R.#2, then to M.&O.L. Sold 1910 for mn oe 
: rap. 


3 2-4-2T Baldwin #37520 2-1912 16x22-44” Scrapped 1941 


2, Te- 
dlesex 


12 0-6-0 Alco-Brooks +4109 
S 41091 11-1906 20x24-51”"’ 
x24- ex-Buffalo Creek R.R 


#12. Sold 1934 to Bethlehem Steel Co. for scrap 


7185 Shay 2 truck Lima #3235 
: ima #3235 11-1923 12x12-36" 7 
Returned to NYC. 3 12x12-36"’ 70 ton ex-NYC 7185-1896. 


7187 Shay 2 truck Lima #3237 , 
e 4 ia Odo / 11-1923 12x a 19» . ‘ 
Acquired 4-26-1943. Scrapped 1947. ee 
7025 Diesel B-B Vulean +4389 8-1942 400 HP 65-ton ex-U.S. A fs 
Sold 1959 to Standard Slag Co., Weirton, West Virginia, "on 


Launch 


Fontney. 65 feet long, 10 foot beam 3 cyli »?? ‘ 

y; ig, 10 10 . ylinder 6'2°’x644"’ 450 rpm 
Barber Brothers gasoline engine. Built in 1907, rotted at Marietta 
dock. Hull salvaged. Boat built by the Louis Henley Boat Works 
Phoenix, N. Y. f 
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RAILWAY COMPANY 
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songecs will retain this ticket to 
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Marcellus Falls 
ee TT 


White Bridge 








| Chapter VI 
“CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE”? 


| During the following years things got worse and worse, but the 
| little line somehow managed to survive truck competition and improved 
| roads. Its principal customers were the Allen V. Smith Co., Onondaga 
| Paper Co., Nightingale Mills and the L. D. Paul Lumber Co. Ocea- 
| sionally, a carload of automobiles was brought in for the Pilot 
! Chevrolet Co. (later Priest Chevrolet). 


On May 11, 1955, a steel boxcar loaded with 55 tons of barley, one 
| of a two-car train, jumped the track near Martisco. The rear truck 
jumped the track and was dragged several hundred feet before Mul- 
| doon and Murphy had discovered what had happened. Shortly, a 
] mounted wrecking crane made its appearance and the car was saved 
| from falling down a 40-foot embankment. The other car, which re. 


mained on the track, was loaded with autos. 


I Mrs. Morrocco resigned her post on March 31, 1959 to became ful] 

| time clerk of the village of Marcellus. Shortly afterwards the Office 

Hi was moved to the Smith plant at Marcellus Falls. But that July, the 
“feather that broke the camel’s back” so to speak, came when the 
Marcellus Falls operation was transferred to Valders, Wisconsin. 


On July 18th, the little diesel ground on to a siding at Marcellus for 
the last time and the two employees, Muldoon and Murphy were told 
the line was ‘closed until] further notice.” 


But everyone knew that the end was near. In the petition to the 


revenue. 


Some trouble was encountered to get enough stockholders together 
to vote on the Proposal, and ‘‘we have not been able to locate them,”’ 
said Dudman. However, since the Smith firm held the majority of the 
stock, they voted to cease operations and apply for abandonment. 


____ The nails were pounded into the coffin on April 15th, 1960 when the 
ICC approved that the line be abandoned. Shortly, the diesel was 
_ sold to the Standard Slag Co. of Weirton, West Virginia. 


_ The Matlow Corporation, a Syracuse Scrap metal firm, got the 
_ contract to remove the rails, which were in turn sold to the American 
‘Smelting Co. for use On a mining railroad in South America. By that 
all, nothing remained of the M&OL, save a long row of rotted ties 
d the decaying station at Marcellus. 


d, the county took over the railroad property from 
the south end of Marcellus Park as per agreement, 















larcellus Historical Society had dreams of making the depot 
ta a—r Ep srettor purchased the property at auction 


dead physically, the M&OL lives on in memories of 
Aca Se © 2 shecial place in their hearts for it. It 
(ae a eS Ty will keep the memory of the M&OL green. 
Sie, oe an Se ? 26 
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Appendix-1 


LIST OF FORMER EMPLOYEES 


Superintendents and G 

William P. Barrows a ea 
Lou Emery 

Fr. M. Simons 

Robert L. Scott 

John Stewart 

David J. Sims 

Mrs. Leonard Wilson 

Mrs. M. A. Morrocco 

William Muldoon 


Engineers 

Jim Miller 

Jim Dillon 

Henry Welsh 

Bob Muldoon 

Conductors 

Tim Nolan 

George “Johnny” Murphy 
Agents at Rose Hill Station 
Ben Smith 

John Rhoades 

Clerical 

Bill Curtin, Asst. Supt. 
Grace Adams, clerk 
Helen Welsh, clerk 

Sarah Welsh, clerk 


Firemen 
Charles Roach 
Phil Flood 
Ed Rosser 
Other 

Frank Spaulding, supervisor 

George Morgan, on Fontney 

John Nightingale, on Fontney 

Harold Nightingale, on Fontney 

Robert Baker, mechanic 

Professor Mahoney, track boss 

Appendix-2 


I. : 
Finance Docket No. 
MARCELLUS & OTISCO COMPANY. : : 
ermitting abandonment py the Marcellus & 


if issued 
oa Caney wet a portion of its line of railroad in Onon- 


the Commission 
Division 4, Commissioners Porter, Mahaffie, and Johnson 
age = any, Inc. on March 39, 1940, ap- 


The Marcellus and Oo and mg *ortion ete tine of rir A 


tions have been made 
granting of the application has gern 











Vincent Tartaglia ponders how to get this car back onto the tracks aggregated : 

near Martisco. On May 11, 1955, the car, loaded with barley reports _ 

jumped the track and , of the 1939 © 

i € track and narrowly missed toppling down a 40- There was 0 
foot embankment. 

System 1! 
line for 1938 
were $2,040 : 
ton-mile bas! 
ture expense 
work of tha 


Lester Norris 





Wreckers rip up the M&OL near North Street, 
Marcellus, Summer, 1960. 





Mrs. Jeon Loss 








che applicants ralire 
rh ypphi - > iilroad, extending from 
nection is made with the New Y0l k Central 


Otusce Lake, approximately 98 miles, was construc 

and purchased by the applicant afte 2 ee 2 
The track on the line proposed to be abandoned is laid with eee 
rail, and —, a the poor state of maintenance " se ve ar 
operation rhe net salvage value of the recoverable is wnsate for 
mated to be $6,000, and land comprising the right-of Les gop = esti- 
at $2,500. . ay is appraised 


Raabe where con- 
tailroad, southward to 


The hne cerves ; reoion j ft 
. . . < ' =e Lei ‘ t Vo : ‘ " > > . . 

The etations along the Eng . d ; ilmost entirely to agriculture. 
e St s along the line, some of which are merely highw 
ings and the distance from them ne rey way Cross 
-agale, 4 Nee: Ru - om them to the nearest railroad, are Night- 

c > c Fiice : wail . " = . . 
mil iste >. i. 1.75 miles; Giffords, 5.9 miles; Rose Hill, 6 
miles; Marietta, ¢ Mm and Otisco Lake, 7.7 miles All are non- 

ff *¥ . Seti nns ‘ | : “ “wit oOo i. os . . , . 
a gery n a farmin cection, except Marietta, which has a 
y tart ct = Ss . secondary highway connects Otisco Lake 
anc : artisco, and United States highways cross the railroad at 
ee al ca at Marcellus 2. - some time the business done by the 
few =, custom grain mi’ and mercantile establishments has been 
handled by motortrucaks | nd private automobiles 

There nas ween no Pedss neer service over the line since 1913. 

Freight service south ol Nightingale was discontinued in January 


1939. and as tar as Marcellus about 6 months ago. The record does 
not segregate the freight tonnase handled by the line, but from 1939 
to 1939, in order, the total tonnage, handled by the entire railroad 
aggregated 40.584, 45,726, 42,694, 96.465, and 30,265 tons. The applicant 
reports that about 14 percent of the 1938 traffic and about 7 percent 
of the 1939 traffic originals d on or was de stined to points on the line. 
There was no local or bridge traffic. 

System revenues derived from traffic moving to and from the 
line for 1938 and 1939, the only years for which records are available, 
were $2,040 and $879, respectively. Operating costs determined on 4 
ton-mile basis were $950 and $233. The maintenance of way and struc- 
ture expenses included in these figures are negligible, 4s very little 
work of that nature was performed. The expense of handling line 
traffic over the remainder of the railroad, also on 4 ton-mile basis, 
was $607 and $350. As of April 39, 1940, unpaid State, county, town 
and school taxes assessed against the entire railroad for the past 10 
years, which have not been reflected in operating expense accounts, 


amounted to more than $12,000. The portions of these taxes for 1938 


and 1939, distributable to the line on 4 mileage basis, would be $933 
and $692. The losses from operating the line during 1938 and 1939, 
exclusive of additional tax assessments now in the process of adjust- 
ment, or additional items of rents payable, were $510 and $396, 


spectively. 


The applicant states that funds to rehabilitate the line and re- 
sume operations are not available. The unwisdom of any such finan- 
cing, even if it were possible to obtain the funds, is apparent because 
of the sparse population and few industries to be served and the 
ffered by motortrucks and automobiles. 


competition © 
The reduction in operating expenses to be expected by the aban- 
donment at this time of about 71 percent of the entire railroad mile- 
age, which produced but 14 percent of the operating revenues 
and about 7 percen in 1939, will afford a better opportun! 

wt of the road which is 0 ne 


on of the line would impose 
interstate commerce. 





Wiis 
thy ib tity: 
G}MGAY LP” 
q Me 





